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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a first Office action on the merits of 10/672,275. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on October 31 , 2003 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chambers (791). Chambers discloses in Figure 1 , a device for inserting, controllably 
releasing, and accurately positioning a folded intraocular lens into an eye comprising: 

Regarding claim 1, a plunger rod assembly in communication with an inserter 
housing, said inserter housing adapted to house an intraocular lens (col. 3, lines 37 - 
40); a first drive mechanism for providing contact between and causing lateral 
movement of said plunger rod assembly and said intraocular lens within said inserter 
housing (col. 3, lines 48 - 50); and a latch pin and a latch finger configured for 
engagement with said latch pin for preventing proximal lateral movement of said plunger 
rod assembly so that said intraocular lens may be accurately positioned within said eye 
(col. 6, lines 10-16). 
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Regarding claim 2, wherein said plunger rod assembly further comprises a push 
rod (16) and a helical compression spring (24) in biasing relation to said push rod (col. 
3, lines 58-61). 

Regarding claim 3, wherein said plunger rod assembly further comprises a barrel 
(12) within which said push rod (16) is slideable, wherein said barrel (12) has a proximal 
part and said push rod (16) has a proximal part having a slide disc disposed thereon 
and said helical compression spring (24) is slideable along said rod (16) proximal part 
between said barrel (12) proximal part and said slide disc. 

Regarding claim 4, further comprising a transversely projecting finger support 
(20) secured to said barrel (12). 

Regarding claim 5, wherein said plunger rod assembly further comprises a knob 
(22) having external threads rotatably secured to said push rod (16) (col. 5, lines 61 - 
63), wherein said barrel (12) comprises inwardly projecting pins and wherein said 
external threads cooperate with said inwardly projecting pins (col. 6, lines 10-12). 

Regarding claim 6, wherein said plunger rod assembly further comprises a barrel 
(12) within which said push rod (16) is slideable, said barrel (12) further comprising a 
slot (14), and wherein said latch finger is carried on said barrel and centered over said 
slot and said latch pin is carried by said push rod (col. 6, lines 10-14). 

Regarding claim 7, wherein said plunger rod assembly further comprises a knob 
(22) having external threads rotatably secured to said push rod (16) (col. 5, lines 61 - 
63), wherein said barrel comprises inwardly projecting pins (col. 6, lines 11-2), and 
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wherein said external threads cooperate with said inwardly projecting pins (col. 6, lines 
10-11). 

Regarding claim 8, wherein the axial extent of said external threads along said 
knob is limited and said external threads thereby cooperate with said inwardly projecting 
pins over a limited distance (col. 6, lines 25 - 30). 

Regarding claim 9, wherein said latch finger comprises a ramp and a notched 
segment which is engageable with said latch pin (col. 6, lines 10-16). 

Regarding claim 10, further comprising a cartridge housed within said inserter 
housing, said cartridge having a folded intraocular lens positioned therein (col. 3, lines 
42 - 45). 

Regarding claim 11, wherein said plunger rod assembly further comprises a 
barrel (12) within which said push rod (16) is slideable, wherein said barrel (12) has a 
distal portion, and wherein the device further comprises a cartridge having folded 
intraocular lens positioned therein (col. 3, lines 36 - 37), wherein said cartridge is fitted 
into said distal portion of said barrel (12) (col. 5, lines 39 - 40). 

Regarding claim 12, wherein said barrel (12) has an interior bore and an exterior, 
and said distal portion of said barrel (12) has an axial slot (14) communicating between 
said interior bore and said exterior, and said bore allows said cartridge to be inserted 
downward into said bore of said barrel (12) (col. 5, lines 39 - 40). 

Regarding claim 13, a barrel (12) having a proximal portion, a distal portion 
having an axial slot (14), and an interior bore; a push rod (16) having a proximal part 
and a slide disc disposed thereon, said push rod (16) slideable within said bore of said 
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barrel (12); a helical compression spring (24) slideable along said proximal part of said 
rod (16) between said proximal part of said barrel (12) and said slide disc; a cartridge 
having a folded intraocular lens positioned therein (col. 3, lines 42 -- 45), wherein said 
cartridge is fitted into said axial slot (14) on said distal portion of said barrel (12) (co. 5, 
lines 39 - 40); a first drive mechanism for providing contact between and causing lateral 
movement of said push rod (16) and said intraocular lens within said lens cartridge (col. 
5, lines 39 - 41 ; col. 3, lines 37 - 40; lines 47 - 50); and a latch pin and a latch finger 
configured for engagement with said latch pin for preventing proximal lateral movement 
of said push rod (16) so that said intraocular lens may be accurately positioned within 
said eye (col. 6, lines 10-14). 

Regarding claim 14, further comprising a transversely projecting finger support 
secured to said barrel (12) (col. 6, lines 11-12). 

Regarding claim 15, wherein said push rod (16) further comprises a knob (22) 
having external threads rotatably secured to said proximal part of said push rod (16) 
(col. 5, lines 61 - 63), said barrel (12) comprises inwardly projecting pins (col. 6, lines 
11-12), and wherein said external threads cooperate with said inwardly projecting pins 
(col. 6, lines 10- 12). 

Regarding claim 16, wherein the axial extent of said external threads along said 
knob (22) is limited and said external threads thereby cooperate with said inwardly 
projecting pins over a limited distance (col. 6, lines 25 - 30). 
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Regarding claim 17, wherein said latch finger is carried on said barrel and 
centered over said slot and said latch pin is carried by said push rod (col. 6, lines 10 - 
14). 

Regarding claim 18, wherein said latch finger comprises a ramp and a notched 
segment which is engageable with said latch pin (col. 6, lines 10 - 16). 

Regarding claim 19, a method comprising providing an insertion device 
comprising a plunger rod assembly, an inserter housing, and a control knob assembly; 
providing a cartridge having a folded intraocular lens positioned therein; loading said 
cartridge into said inserter housing; actuating said control knob assembly to couple a 
distal end of said plunger rod assembly with said intraocular lens; inserting a distal end 
of said cartridge into said eye; applying force to said control knob assembly to move 
said intraocular lens through said cartridge and partially eject said intraocular lens from 
said cartridge; actuating a latch and pin mechanism of said plunger rod assembly and 
removing said force to said control knob assembly without causing movement of said 
plunger rod assembly; positioning said intraocular lens in said eye; applying a force to 
said control knob assembly to eject said intraocular lens into said eye; and removing 
said distal end of said cartridge from said eye (col. 2, lines 5 - 31 ; col. 5, lines 39 - 44; 
col. 6, lines 10-20;) . 

Regarding claim 20, further comprising the step of biasing said plunger rod 
assembly against forward travel (col. 6, lines 39 - 45). 

Regarding claim 21, further comprising releasing said latch and pin mechanism 
of said plunger rod assembly (col. 6, lines 10 - 38). 



Application/Control Number: 10/672.275 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3731 

Regarding claim 22, a mechanism comprising a latch finger and a latch pin 
located on an inserter housing and a plunger rod assembly of said insertion device; 
wherein said latch finger and said latch pin are configured for releasable locking 
engagement to prevent involuntary retraction of said plunger rod assembly during use of 
said insertion device (col. 6, lines 10 - 20). 

Regarding claim 23, a method comprising applying pressure on said insertion 
device to advance said intraocular lens through said insertion device; maintaining 
pressure on said insertion device until said intraocular lens projects from a distal end of 
said insertion device (col. 2, lines 18 - 24); advancing a plunger rod assembly of said 
insertion device so that a leading edge of a latch pin on said plunger rod assembly 
engages an angled tip of a latch finger on a housing of said device, thereby locking said 
insertion device to prevent retraction of said intraocular lens (col. 6, lines 10 - 16); 
releasing pressure on said insertion device (col. 4, lines 42 - 45); positioning said 
intraocular lens in a patient's eye (col. 2, lines 30 - 31); further advancing said plunger 
rod assembly so that said latch finger disengages from said latch pin, thereby unlocking 
said insertion device (col. 6, lines 10 ~ 38); and releasing said intraocular lens into said 
patient's eye (col. 4, lines 46 -47). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanessa K. Thai whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5530. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anhtuan Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-4963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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